DIVISION OF JUVENILE JUSTICE
ELECTRONIC MONITORING 
OVERVIEW AND FAQ’S FOR YOUTH AND FAMILY

Electronic Monitoring may be used as an approved alternative to secure detention when youth meet EM program eligibility requirements. The use of electronic monitoring is intended to reduce violations by youth under supervision, reduce the use of secure detention, and provide for a more structured re-entry plan.

PROGRAM ENTRY

To be eligible for consideration into the program, the youth and his/her parent(s)/guardian must complete an application to participate in the program and agree to the conditions of the program based on the criteria listed in the preselection acknowledgement form. The form will be reviewed by the program officer and their supervisor, and a decision on EM eligibility will be based upon the seriousness of the allegations against the youth, as well as community safety and elopement risks. 
  
If a youth is in detention and approved for the EM program, release will not occur on a weekend, or holiday, unless there are extenuating circumstances approved by the district supervisor. If the youth’s behavior on the detention unit deteriorates after acceptance, the youth’s Probation Officer will determine if the release is still appropriate. 

FAQs

WHAT IS IT?

The system consists of a GPS enabled anklet worn by youth throughout the duration of Electronic Monitoring program. The anklet is charged with the use of a connectable battery which travels between the charging cradle and the anklet. The anklet typically has up to 60 hours of battery life of a single charge. 

The anklet can provide audio messages to prompt the youth to take action and can detect tampering within seconds. Youth will interact with the anklet by tapping on the device after prompting. 

HOW LONG DO I HAVE TO BE ON ELECTRONIC MONITORING?

Studies have shown that the most effective use of Electronic Monitoring occurs if the program is of relatively short duration.   The use of electronic monitoring shall not exceed 60 days except in extenuating circumstances.

WHY IS IT USED?

Probation Officers are required to place youth in the least restrictive environment that is available and appropriate.   Electronic Monitoring allows parents and professionals an opportunity to assist youth while in their own home. Youth may engage in services and receive support from community partners and the Division to ensure that the youth regularly attends school and other required services which are important to their future success.
The electronic monitoring program may be supported by phone calls, home visits, school visits, face-to-face meetings at the probation office, or other places deemed appropriate by the Probation Officer. These may include the youth’s work setting, community work service supervision, and required meetings such as NA or AA.

WHAT CAN I DO WHILE I AM ON THE PROGRAM?

This will depend on what your Probation Officer allows.  Most often youth enter the program with very limited activities.  They are normally allowed to only attend school, work, church, and counseling sessions.  As a community detention program, electronic monitoring is essentially house arrest, and all activities, including errands such as going to the grocery store, must be pre-approved by a youth’s Probation Officer or supervisor.  

CAN I TAKE A SHOWER WHILE I AM ON THE SYSTEM?

Yes!  You may bathe, shower and even swim with the monitor on.  Normal daily activities will not damage the equipment.  However, if you notice that the equipment has been damaged in any way, please contact your Probation Officer as soon as possible to let them know.  














Electronic Monitoring Supervision Standards
	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4

	The assigned JPO will meet with the youth 
Face to Face 
During the Work Week

	1 visit
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 visit
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 visits
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 visit
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30

	Daytime Telephone phone call
to JPO
	3 calls
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	2 calls
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 call
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	0-1 calls
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30

	The assigned JPO will make
Collateral contacts:

	1 contact
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 contact
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 contact
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30
	1 contact
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30



	Only as directed by a JPO and if programs allow
**Weekend Visit to detention facilities
	2 visits
one Saturday and one Sunday 8:00-4:30

	2 visits
One Saturday and one Sunday 8:00-4:30
	1 visit
Saturday or Sunday 8:00-4:30
	1 visit
Saturday or Sunday 8:00-4:30



Home visits:
A) An initial home investigation will occur prior to the youth’s release on an electronic monitoring program.
B) Additional home visits may occur during the youth’s time on electronic monitoring as needed. 

Phone Numbers:
JPO: 	
Community Services Program:


	
	
	

	
	
	


APPENDIX 1

